Motion to the Mainz congress

UNITAB, at the congress in Mainz from 16th to 18th October 2006 :
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 REASSERTS the essential role of tobacco growing in the maintenance of the dynamism of the rural environment, often in difficult areas, and the  economic balance of tens of thousands of farms, which, in spite of the reform of the CAP, have no real viable alternative, by preserving the level of direct and related jobs right across the sector.
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REFUSES, therefore, to support a social policy within the context of the second pillar, which merely seeks to disguise the mass destruction of existing jobs, and which deprives farmers of half of their income. UNITAB DEMANDS that tobacco growing be treated in the same way as all the other sectors. As a result, with the support of the Member States and inspired by the rejection of the cotton CMO, every effort will be made to delay the second phase of the CMO, which expires in 2013. If this demand is not met, UNITAB is determined to appeal to the European Court of Justice.
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COMMITS  itself, by signing a European Tobacco Charter, to long term, ethical production of quality tobacco that meets the highest economic, social, health and environmental standards that are in force in Europe.
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CALLS ON the industry to recognise through its supply policy, by according European tobacco its fair price, the efforts that have been made by European tobacco growers  to distinguish themselves from third world countries and respond fully to the legitimate demands  of the European consumer.
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COUNTS on the support of regional and national public authorities and all the European institutions to create a political and economic framework that will guarantee the long term future of the crop within the context of a genuine Market Organisation and the Common Agricultural Policy..
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COMMITS itself, at the same time actively seek alternative solutions by 2013, based on the taxation of the consumption of the finished product, modelled on systems that already exist in the world, most notably in Switzerland, Bulgaria or Argentina.

